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GEST’s Summer 2009 Student Programs
 GEST hosted students from near and far for another successful summer of research 
with mentors as they investigated various research topics through the Graduate Student Sum-
mer Program and the Summer Institute in Earth Sciences.  Eight graduate students partici-
pated in the GSSP (top photo), and nine students made up the Summer Institute of Earth 
Sciences (bott om photo).  Th e GSSP students’ papers can be viewed at the following web-
site:    htt p://gest.umbc.edu/student_opp/2009_gssp_reports.html, and    htt p://gest.umbc.
edu/student_opp/2009_sies_reports.html is where you can fi nd the SIES students’ papers .       
Applications are now being accepted for the 2010 Student Summer programs; please visit the 
GEST website for more information.
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 NASA GSFC’s fi rst outreach  with the Appalachian Nation Cherokees took place this past fall in Sterling, 
VA.  Goddard Center for Astrobiology (GCA) scientists Avi Mandell and Inge ten Kate conducted fun science 
experiments that att racted families with young children.  GCA EPO lead Cynthia Cheung coordinated the booth 
activities, and GCA videos and animations were presented.  Benita Bell of the Minority Institute Astrobiology Col-
laborative (MIAC) and members of the Goddard Native American Advisory Committ ee (NAAC) also provided 
support. 

 In December 2009, NASA Goddard’s Offi  ce of Public Aff airs presented the second annual Film Fest. Videos 
fell into the following categories: Best Mission Video, Best Promo, Most Creative, and Best Science.  Th e videos were 
presented within retrospective cut-ins from NASA Goddard’s earlier days, juxtaposing the past with the present and 
future.  Silvia Stoyanova, Ryan Fitzgibbons, Jen Shoemaker, Stefanie Misztal, and Scott  Weissinger (all of Code 
130) were all contenders in the competition.  Congratulations goes to the Scientifi c Visualization Studio, which won 
for Best Science as well as Best in Show, an overall winner, for “Sentinels of the Heliosphere”.  Congratulations also 
to former GEST member Chris Smith who won for Most Creative.  All of Goddard’s videos can be found at   htt p://
www.youtube.com/NASAexplorer, or you can visit the Scientifi c Visualization Studio’s website:      htt p://svs.gsfc.
nasa.gov/fi lmfest09/.
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